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VICE PRESIDENT-ELECT Kamala Harris and husband Doug Emhoff, left, join President-elect Joe Biden and wife Jill at the Lincoln 
Memorial Reflecting Pool, lined with lamps for the 400,000 Americans killed by COVID-19. Beyond the solemn scene was a virtual fortress. 


ANALYSIS 


Charting a new policy course 


Trump came up short 
on erasing Obama’s 
legacy, especially 

on healthcare. 


By DAVID LAUTER 
AND EVAN HALPER 


WASHINGTON — As 
President Trump prepares 
to leave office, more than 25 
million Americans remain 
covered by the Affordable 
Care Act, which he tried to 
repeal; some 650,000 immi- 
grants get the protections 
from deportation that he 
tried to rescind, and employ- 
ment continues to shrink in 
the coal industry, which he 
promised to revive. 

His four years in office 
have had a huge impact on 
American life — visible in the 
sharp increase in distrust of 
the nation’s democratic in- 
stitutions and the rise of 
radical, white nationalist 
groups he winked at. 

Trump’s administration 
has reopened large swaths of 
the country to mining and 
drilling, and sharply re- 
duced environmental, safety 
and health regulations. The 
tax cut he signed into law, 
which tilted heavily toward 
upper-income Americans, 
helped widen the nation’s in- 
come inequality. And the 226 
federal judges he appointed, 
including 54 to the federal 
courts of appeals and three 
to the Supreme Court, will 
push the judiciary in a con- 
servative direction for years. 

But his larger ambitions 
to uproot key domestic poli- 
cies of President Obama 
largely failed. And now Oba- 
ma’s vice president, Joe Bid- 
en, who is scheduled to take 
the oath of office at noon on 
Wednesday, will be able to 
build on the foundations 
that remain intact, starting 
with a wave of executive ac- 
tions he’s expected to take 
Wednesday. 

In a prerecorded farewell 
address that the White 
House released Tuesday 
afternoon, Trump said he 
“took on the tough battles, 
the hardest fights, the most 

[See Policy, A10] 


No swift Senate 
confirmation 


Alejandro Mayorkas, the 
pick for Homeland Secu- 
rity chief, hits a proce- 
dural block. NATION, A4 


A very different 
kind of handoff 


President Trump upends 
traditions, changing the 
tenor of the transition of 
power. NATION, A9 
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STANDING BY THEIR MAN 


Despite the assault on the U.S. Capitol that President Trump inspired, above, 
some of his voters say their support for him is undiminished. NATION, A10 


‘Trump grants pardons 
to Bannon, 72 others 


By ELI STOKOLS 
AND LAURA KING 


WASHINGTON — With 
hours left in office, President 
Trump early Wednesday 
pardoned several dozen in- 
dividuals including former 
campaign and White House 
advisor Stephen K. Bannon, 
charged with federal fraud 
and money laundering in an 


alleged scheme to defraud 
supporters of the presi- 
dent’s top-priority border 
wall. 

Bannon, who has 
pleaded not guilty, became 
the latest political ally to win 
such a show of legal largesse 
from the departing presi- 
dent as Trump granted 
clemency after midnight to 
143 individuals, including 
drug offenders serving life 


sentences, in what appears 
to be his final executive ac- 
tion. 

There were 73 pardons 
and 70 commutations of sen- 
tences. Among those par- 
doned by Trump, who cam- 
paigned on “draining the 
swamp,” were two former 
Republican congressmen: 
Randy “Duke” Cunningham 
of California, released in 2013 

[See Pardons, A7] 


Biden 

to hit the 
ground 
running 


The new president 
will reverse some 

of his predecessor’s 
policies on Day One. 


By EvAN HALPER 


WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent-elect Joe Biden will 
move swiftly to reverse some 
of President Trump’s most 
divisive and far-reaching ac- 
tions — including abandon- 
ing the Paris climate agree- 
ment and ordering the de- 
portation of “Dreamers” — 
by issuing a bundle of execu- 
tive orders and other direc- 
tives just after his inaugura- 
tion Wednesday to reset the 
nation’s policy direction. 

The expansive actions, 
including 15 executive or- 
ders, also will immediately 
reenter the United States 
into the World Health 
Organization, overhaul 
Trump’s restrictionist im- 
migration policy and cancel 
his approval of the Keystone 
XL pipeline. 

The Arctic National Wild- 
life Refuge that Trump tried 
to open to drilling will be 
closed again, and national 
monuments in the West 
where he fostered devel- 

[See Biden, A8] 


State has 3 million cases, ray of hope 


By RONG-GonG LIN II 
AND LUKE MONEY 


SAN FRANCISCO — 
Confirmed coronavirus 
cases in California surged 
past the 3 million mark 
Tuesday at a moment of 
growing optimism that the 
outbreak might finally be 
leveling off, even as officials 
noted some alarming factors 
that could complicate pro- 
jections. 

Cases continued to flat- 
ten across California — in- 
cluding in hard-hit Los An- 
geles County — after two 
months of record-setting 
surges. COVID-19 hospitali- 


zations have also flattened 
and started to decline 
slightly, giving some desper- 
ately needed breathing 
room to medical facilities 
still overwhelmed by 
COVID-19 patients. 

After aslow start, Califor- 
nia is beginning to ramp up 
distribution ofthe COVID-19 
vaccine, which officials see 

[See Spread, A13] 


L.A. seniors face 
delays for vaccine 
Appointments are open 
for those 65 and older, 


but the shots are in short 
supply. CALIFORNIA, B1 


GENARO Mouna Los Angeles Times 
A MAN answers questions from staffers before re- 
ceiving a COVID vaccination at Cal State Northridge. 
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‘Tension 
fills air 
a day 
before 
transfer 


Tens of thousands are 
guarding a handoff of 
power like no other, 
but it’s not enough to 
dispel all fear in D.C. 


By ANNA M. PHILLIPS, 
MOLLY HENNESSY-FISKE 
AND KEVIN RECTOR 


WASHINGTON — After 
four years of supporting or 
silently enduring President 
Trump, Senate Majority 
Leader Mitch McConnell is- 
sued a heated rebuke of the 
president Tuesday, blaming 
him for inciting the mob that 
carried out a deadly attack 
on the U.S. Capitol in the 
run-up to Wednesday’s inau- 
guration. 

“The mob was fed lies,” 
the Kentucky Republican 
said. 

“They were provoked by 
the president and other 
powerful people, and they 
tried to use fear and violence 
to stop a specific proceeding 
of the first branch of the fed- 
eral government which they 
did not like,” he said, refer- 
ring to Trump’s attempts to 
overturn the election re- 
sults. 

McConnell delivered his 
remarks on his last day as 
majority leader — and on 
Trump’s last day in power — 
as all of Washington pre- 
pared for President-elect 
Joe Biden’s inauguration. 

Less than 24 hours before 
the inaugural events were 
slated to begin, the Defense 
Department announced it 
had removed 12 National 
Guard troops from inaugu- 
ration duty, two of them for 
suspected links to right- 
wing anti-government 
groups, according to media 
reports. 

Federal prosecutors also 
revealed the first conspiracy 
charge stemming from the 
Jan. 6 riot, as Trump gave a 
nearly 20-minute farewell 
speech in which he didn’t 
mention his successor by 
name, but acknowledged 
that a new administration 
would take power at noon 
Wednesday. 

Army Gen. Daniel 
Hokanson, chief of the Na- 
tional Guard Bureau, said 
Tuesday that some troops 
had been sent home because 
of “inappropriate comments 
or texts that were put out 
there,” but he did not specify 
what they had said. The mili- 
tary and the FBI have said 
they are working to vet for 
security concerns the more 
than 25,000 troops deployed 
to Washington. 

Of those who have been 
sent home, Hokanson said 10 
had been identified by the 
FBI via standard security 
checks for participants in 

[See Washington, A8] 


Dodgers 
ironman Sutton 
dies at 75 

Hall of Fame pitcher, 
whose number was the 
last one retired by the 


team, won 324 games in 
23 seasons. SPORTS, B6 


Actors union may 
remove Trump 


SAG-AFTRA will hold 

a hearing on charges 
against former “Appren- 
tice” host. CALENDAR, F1 


Weather 
Partly sunny. 
L.A. Basin: 72/53. B10 


MI 


BUSINESS INSIDE: Federal rent aid is coming. Who’s eligible and how do you apply? A12 


